
Education System in 
Germany  
HOW TO ACHIEVE A SPOT IN HIGHER EDUCATION  



The Evaluation System  

9 years 

full-time compulsory education  

+ 3 years  

of compulsory vocational education  

Evaluation grades/scores range from     

 1 – 6  

1 best grade,  

6 worst grade 



Grundschule /Primary School (4 years) 

Realschule/ 
Secondary School  

Gemeinschafts-
schule/  

includes Primary, 
Secondary and 

Grammer School    

Gymnasium/ 
Grammer School   Hauptschule  

Werkrealschule/ 
Secondary Modern School   

Hauptschulabschluss 
 (+5 years) 

Mittlerer Bildungsabschluss –Realschulabschluss  (+ 6 years) 

Abitur / Higher School Certification  
(+9 years)                                                (+8 years)  

Berufliches 
Gymnasium  
(+ 3 years) 

Fachhochschulreife 
( +8 years)   

University 
and Fachhochschule  

Berufskolleg  
(+ 2years) 

Just Fachhochschule/ 
University of Applied Science   

Berufsschule/ 
Vocational School  

(+ 3years) 

Ausbildungsberuf/ 

apprenticeship  
(+ 8 years)   

Fachschule 
  

„PhD“ 
„Master´s“ 

„Bachelor´s“ 

„Bachelor 
Professional“ 

School 
 years  

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 

10 

13 
or 
12 

11 

Age   

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 

15 

18 
or 
17 

16 



Higher Education 

PhD 

Fachhochschule (FH) 
= University of 

Applied Science  
University  

What is similar between FH & University: 
- Both offer Bachelors and Masters programs  

- Same system of grades and credit points  
- Both require attending lectures, seminars, and exams  

- Both provide academic credentials and degrees 

Abitur Fachabitur and 
Abitur  

https://onlinemacha.com/difference-between-fh-and-tu-universities-in-germany/
https://onlinemacha.com/difference-between-fh-and-tu-universities-in-germany/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/home/
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/en
https://civis.eu/es/acerca-de-civis/universidades/eberhard-karls-universitat-tubingen


What is different?  

- More practical education and experience in real-
life companies with integrated internship 
programs 

- Less flexible in certain subjects   
- Lower number of students per instructor: 20 -30 

students per classroom. Able to interact more 
personally with professors and friends 

- More job-oriented 
- Postgraduate programs at TU are possible   

- Focus on theoretical and research based studies 
- Higher workload  
- Larger number of elective choices 
- Larger number of students per instructor: 100 -

300 students per classroom  Less interaction 
with professors and other students. More students 
can lead to lesser attention.  

- Greater focus on academics  
  

https://www.komm-mach-mint.de/schuelerinnen/fh-oder-uni


University and FH in Baden-Württemberg 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hochschule_Heilbronn


Reutlingen University of Applied Sciences   
  

 

Lipstick-Design 

Create a Website 
about the Lipstick  

Ingredients and composition 
of the Lipstick 

Calculate the movement out 
of the tube  Marketing and business 

managment  

https://www.tec.reutlingen-university.de/aktuelles/meldungen/meldungen/roter-lippenstift-und-mint-faecher-wie-geht-das-zusammen/
https://easydrawingguides.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Lipstick-Step-10.png
https://www.ac.reutlingen-university.de/home/
https://www.inf.reutlingen-university.de/home/
https://www.tec.reutlingen-university.de/startseite/
https://www.td.reutlingen-university.de/startseite/
https://www.esb-business-school.de/startseite/


Labwork at AC  
 Cell Culture  

 Biophysical Chemistry  

 Organic and Inorganic Chemistry  

 Microbiology  

 Biomat  

 Analytical Methods 

  

https://www.ac.reutlingen-university.de/home/


General Criteria at Reutlingen University  
• Grade evaluation ranges from 1-6 and a passing grade for the exams is a minimum of 4. 

• Students can repeat failed exams up to 3 times but only in the defined exam period of the 
semester (Summer semester 2022: 11.07-20.07).  

• The standard period of a Bachelors program is usually 7 (210 ECTS)  semesters and can be 
extended up to a maximum of 10 semesters.  

• For the internship semester, students usually need to have completed a certain amount of 
ECTS credits before starting their internship. You can find all specific informations in the 
module manual of each study program. 

  

  

https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/semestertermine/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/semestertermine/
https://www.reutlingen-university.de/im-studium/studium-organisieren/semestertermine/


Heilbronn University of Applied Sciences   
Faculty of Mechanics and Electronics 

Faculty Industrial and Process Engineering 

Faculty Business and Transport Management  

Faculty of International Business 

Faculty Management and Sales  

Faculty Engineering and Business  

Faculty of Informatics  

https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/hochschulgremien
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/infos-rund-ums-studium-kuen
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/standorte


General criteria at Heilbronn University  
• Grade evaluation ranges from 1-6 and a passing grade for the exams is a minimum of 4. 

• Students can repeat a failed exams up to 3 times but only in the defined exams period of the 
semester (Summer semester 2022: 07.07-29.07) 

• The standard period of a Bachelors program is usually 6 (180 ECTS) or 7 (210 ECTS) semesters 
and can be extened by a maximum of three semesters  

•For the internship semester students usually need to have completed a certain amount of 
credits before starting their internship. You can find all specific informations in the module 
manual of each study program. 

 

 

  

https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/corona/faq
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/corona/faq
https://cdn0.scrvt.com/5b9bbd140a15e188780a6244ebe572d4/78013562e7e213f9/a688f10341e5/2021-07-30-Semesterterminplan-SS22-beschlossen-durch-den-Senat.pdf
https://cdn0.scrvt.com/5b9bbd140a15e188780a6244ebe572d4/78013562e7e213f9/a688f10341e5/2021-07-30-Semesterterminplan-SS22-beschlossen-durch-den-Senat.pdf
https://cdn0.scrvt.com/5b9bbd140a15e188780a6244ebe572d4/78013562e7e213f9/a688f10341e5/2021-07-30-Semesterterminplan-SS22-beschlossen-durch-den-Senat.pdf
https://www.hs-heilbronn.de/infos-rund-ums-studium-kuen


https://www.hs-pforzheim.de/aktuelles/news/detail/news/herzlich_willkommen_an_der_hs_pforzheim

